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Health  Depaktment, 

Chestek-le-S'tkeet, 

iUh  November,  194(L 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Chester -le-Street. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  December,  1939. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  issued  an  instruction  in  Circular 
2U67  that  the  report  should  be  confined  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters  only,  in  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  Local  Authorities  and  the  need  for 
strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper. 

The  report  may  be  regarded  as  indicating  a fairly  satisfactory 
state  of  Public  Health.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  infant 
and  maternal  mortality  rates  ; the  birthrate  has  fallen,  and  the 
death  rate  increased.  The  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  has 
been  reduced  considerably,  with  the  exception  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, where  there  is  a slight  increase.  It  is  regrettable  that 
greater  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme  for 
free  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

Sewage  disposal  works  were  completed  at  Sacriston,  and  the 
construction  of  new  works  at  Edmondsley  and  Waldridge  com- 
menced. 

With  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  September,  building  opera- 
tions have  been  greatly  curtailed,  with  the  result  that  many  families 
must  occupy  houses  which  are  not  fit  for  human  habitation.  Over- 
crowding is  still  prevalent,  and  must  be  increasing  with  the  influx 
of  individuals  from  more  dangerous  areas. 

A great  deal  of  the  time  of  your  Officers  is  now  taken  up  in 
dealing  with  Air  Raid  Precautions. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help,  and  m3’ 
thanks  are  also  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Sen^ant, 

GAVIN  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

G.win  Millar,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Surveyor  : — 

George  B.  Brown,  Cert.  R.S.I. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

Tom  S.  Wadge,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (retired  31.3.40). 

Thomas  Foster,  A. R.S.I.  and  Meat  Certificate  in  meat 
inspection  of  the  R.S.I. 

Charles  W.  Robson,  C. R.S.I.  and  Meat  Certificate  in 
Meat  Inspection  of  the  R.S.I.  (appointed  1.7.40). 


A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  24,640  acres,  the  density  of  the 
population  being  1-71  persons  per  acre. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  Rural 
District  for  mid-year  1939  is  42,160,  and  shows  a decrease  of  880 
compared  with  the  estimate  for  mid-year  1938, 
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Inhabited  Houses. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate 

Book  at  the  end  of  1939  ...  ...  ...  lO.Hoo 

Number  of  houses  occupied  at  Census,  1931  ...  12,026 


Rateable  Value. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  on  31st  December,  1939. 
was  £152,849  and  a penny  rate  represented  the  sum  of  £565. 


Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  : 

Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  623  301  322 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  19  6 13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15T 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  22  14  8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  33 T 

Deaths  508  269  239 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12-0 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  ; — 


Deaths. 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  2 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  4 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 
301 
6-02 


Total 


6 9 03 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  82 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  births  82 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  105 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (at  all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  69 

Deaths  from  Measles  (at  aU  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  3 
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Vital  Statistics, 


The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
for  1939  and  previous  years  ; — 


Estimated 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

Resident 

Mortaliy 

Year. 

Population 

Mid-year. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1932 

52,991 

1,016 

19-2 

609 

11-5 

85 

1933 

51,180 

934 

18-2 

562 

10-9 

77 

1934 

50,150 

847 

16-9 

623 

12-4 

73 

1935 

49,360 

811 

16-4 

578 

11-7 

63 

1936 

47,065 

809 

17-0 

566 

11-9 

61 

1937 

43,230 

694 

15-8 

521 

11-8 

71 

1938 

43,030 

741 

17-2 

446 

10-4 

55 

1939 

42,150 

642 

15-1 

508 

120 

82 

Births. 

There  were  99  fewer  births  registered  in  the  area  in  1939, 
compared  with  1938. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  past  year  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
the  Rural  District. 


Deaths. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  death  rate  for  the  past 
year,  compared  with  1938. 

Included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  are  those  of  133 
residents  of  this  district  who  died  outside  the  area  ; but  13  residents 
of  other  districts  w'ho  died  in  the  rural  area  are  excluded. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  me  with  a factor,  known 
as  the  comparability  factor,  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
Rural  District  should  be  multiplied  in  order  to  make  it  comparable, 
from  a mortality  point  of  view,  with  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area, 
the  crude  death  rate  of  which  should  be  similarly  modified  with 
its  own  factor  for  this  purpose.  The  comparability  factor  for  the 
Rural  District  is  1T9.  The  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Rural 
District  is  therefore  14-3  per  1,()(K)  population, 
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The  death  rates  for  the  various  townships  were  as  follows  : — 


'J'ownship. 

Population. 

-Vo.  of  Deaths. 

1 )cath  Rate 
per  1,0(10 

Biddick  South 

47 

Population. 

Birtley 

...  11,248 

139 

12-4 

Bournmoor 

1,673 

13 

7-8 

Edmondsley 

1,806 

20 

IM 

Harraton  ... 

2,820 

33 

11-7 

Lambton  . . . 

109 

1 

9-2 

Lamesley 

3,962 

39 

9-9 

Lumley  Great 

1,599 

7 

4-4 

Lumley  Little 

1,580 

27 

17-1 

Ouston 

913 

11 

12-0 

Pelton 

6,735 

101 

150 

Plawsworth 

1,494 

18 

12-0 

Urpeth 

2,266 

24 

10-6 

Waldridge 

788 

9 

11-4 

Sacriston  . . . 

5,296 

66 

12-5 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  : — 

Percentage 

Cause. 

f Diseases  of  Heart 

1 . Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Othel- 

Number 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

lo  Circulatory  diseases 

187 

36-8 

2.  Cancer  ...  ...’ 

69 

13-6 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

39 

7'7 

4.  Violence 

37 

7-3 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

33 

6-5 

The  age  at  death  is  summarised  below 

Under  1 year 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

53 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 
10-4 

1-5  years  ... 

7 

1-4 

5-15  years 

14 

2-8 

15-25  years 

19 

3-7 

25-45  years 

62 

12-2 

45-65  years 

145 

28-5 

65  years  and  upwards  . . . 

208 

40-9 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  ; — 


Causes  ok  Death. 

.\ll  Causes 

1.  Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

2.  Measles 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 
(5.  Influenza 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

9.  Respiratory  tuberculosis 

10.  Other  tuberculosis 

11.  Syphilis 

12.  Oeneral  paralysis  of  insane,  etc. 

13.  Cancer 

14.  Diabetes 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage 
l(j.  Heart  Disease  ... 

17.  Aneuiy-sm 

18.  Other  circulatory 

19.  Bronchitis 

20.  Pneumonia 

21.  Other  respiratory 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

24.  .■\ppendicitis 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
20.  Other  liver  diseases 

27.  Other  digestive 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

30.  Other  puerperal 

31.  Congenital  causes 

32.  Senility 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Other  violence  ... 

35.  Other  defined  causes  ... 

30.  Ill-defined  causes 

37.  Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 


-Male.  Female. 
209  239 


3 


1 4 

5 3 

1 ■— 


16  14 

2 1 

1 — 

2 

33  30 

2 0 

14  15 

09  00 


13  16 

0 0 


14  0 
3 4 
2 1 
2 1 
2 1 


2 


3 3 

3 3 

— 2 

— 4 

14  13 

7 8 

3 3 

29  8 


17  15 

4 — 

1 1 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  has  been  no 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  enumerated  are  regarded  as  the  principle  killing  diseases. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis  will  be  referred  to  later 
in  the  report  in  that  section  dealing  with  these  diseases. 

There  were  six  deaths  registered  from  puerperal  causes,  which 
is  an  increase  of  four  from  the  previous  year. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  regis- 
tered during  the  year  was  53  and  is  12  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  82,  compared  with 
55  for  the  previous  year  1938. 

The  table  on  page  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age. 

Neo  natal  deaths  (deaths  occurring  during  the  first  month  of 
life)  numbered  33,  and  were  responsible  for  62  per  cent,  of  the  total 
rate.  Of  this  number  25  died  in  the  first  week  of  life,  which  is 
equal  to  47  per  cent,  of  the  total  rate. 


INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS. 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939 
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Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others.  Total, 

per  1,000  Live  & 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  Still  Births  (••74  2-08  2-82 
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Townships. 

The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  consists  of  the  following 
townships  : — Biddick  South,  Birtley,  Bournmoor,  Edmondsley, 
Harraton,  Lambton,  Lamesley,  Lumley  Great,  Lumley  Little, 
Ouston,  Pelton,  Plawsworth,  Urpeth,  Waldridge  and  Sacriston. 


Population,  Acreage,  Etc.,  of  Townships  at  end  of  1939. 


Township. 

Approx. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Acreage 
in  Acres. 

1 No.  of 

inhabited 
houses 
[ according 
to  rate 
book. 

Persons 
per  Acre. 

Biddick  South 

47 

348 

12 

0-1 

Birtley  

11,248 

1,429 

2,884 

7-9 

Bournmoor 

1,673 

513 

429 

3-3 

Edmondsley  

1,806 

2,099 

463 

0-9 

Harraton  

2,820 

2,669 

723 

M 

f^mbton 

109 

697 

28 

0-2 

Lamesley 

3,962 

6,679 

1016 

0-6 

Lumley  Great  

1,599 

1,642 

410 

1-0 

Lumley  Little 

1,580 

875 

405 

1-8 

Ouston  

913 

641 

234 

1-5 

Pelton  

6,735 

926 

1,727 

7-3 

Plawsworth 

1,494 

1,249 

383 

1-2 

Urpeth 

2,266 

1,825 

581 

1-2 

Waldridge  

788 

725 

202 

M 

Sacriston 

5,296 

2,324 

1,.358 

2-3 

SECTION  B GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

For  a detailed  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
see  page  5. 

2 (a).  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bac- 
teriological specimens  remain  the  same  as  in  the  past.  These  are 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Samples  of  water  are  examined  at  the  above 
laboratory,  whilst  milk  samples  are  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  the  Agricultural  Department  of  King's  College. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  bacteriological  examinations 
were  carried  out  with  the  results  appended. 


Disease. 

J’ositive. 

Negative. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria  ... 

54 

202 

256 

Tuberculosis 

24 

100 

124 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

15 

16 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  9 .4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  from  last  year  in  the  under- 
mentioned services: — 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Treatment  Centres. 

Hospitals  (Public  and  Voluntary). 


SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

Durham  County  Water  Board  extended  its  water  main  from 
Streetgate  in  the  Whickham  Urban  District  to  supply  a number  of 
houes  at  Weston  Row,  Sunniside  in  this  area.  Previous  to  this 
piped  supply,  the  inhabitants  in  the  house  at  Weston  Row  relied 
for  their  water  supply  on  a spring,  samples  of  which  taken  by  your 
Officers  had  proved  that  the  supply  was  not  fit  for  drinking  pur- 
poses. 

A piped  supply  was  also  provided  by  the  Council  from  the 
water  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Newcastle  anl  Gateshead  Water 
Company  to  the  new  Council  houses  at  Fatfield. 

Circular  1771  and  Memorandum  221,  relating  to  the  safeguards 
to  be  adopted  in  day  to  da}^  administration  of  Water  Undertakings 
here  received.  Six  of  your  workmen,  who  were  employed  in  the 
extension  of  a water  main,  had  a Widal  Test  of  their  blood  made, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  in  the  above  Memorandum.  In 
each  case  the  result  was  negative,  so  that  it  was  safe  for  the  men 
to  be  so  employed. 

Complaints  are  still  received  from  the  Findon  Hill  area  in  the 
Sacriston  Parish  in  the  supply  area  of  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board.  The  Board,  however,  has  now  promised  to  provide  a water 
tower,  which  the  Board  considers  will  remedy  the  deficiency. 
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The  district  has  a piped  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of 
public  companies,  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  houses  which 
rely  on  springs  and  wells. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  from  different 
points  in  the  supply  area  of  each  public  undertaking  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratoiy,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examina- 
tion and  report.  During  the  year  52  samples  were  taken  and  of 
that  number  24  were  reported  as  not  satisfactory.  20  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  the  mains  of  Companies,  one  was 
within  the  supply  area  of  this  Council,  and  the  remainder  from  the 
supplies  of  isolated  houses. 

In  every  case  a copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  the  body 
concerned,  together  with  a letter  asking  for  immediate  steps  to  be 
taken  to  render  the  supply  pure  and  wholesome.  They  were  also 
requested  to  notify  the  Council  as  to  what  steps  had  been  taken,  and 
check  samples  were  taken  for  further  examination. 

The  water  supply  to  isolated  houses  raises  a problem  which 
is  not  easy  to  overcome,  as  there  is  no  other  supply  within  reason- 
able distance.  The  Sanitary  Surv'eyor  is  dealing  with  this  problem, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  owners  of  properties  concerned  have  been 
not'fied  that  their  tenants  must  boil  all  water  until  such  times  as 
the  supply  is  free  from  suspicion. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  sewerage  disposal  works  at  Sacriston  were  completed,  and 
the  construction  of  new  works  at  Edmondsley  and  Waldridge  were 
commenced  during  the  3^ear. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  proposed  new 
works  at  Alma,  Grange  Villa  and  Floaters  Mill,  New  Lambton. 

When  these  schemes  have  been  completed,  it  can  be  said  that 
the  district  is  fairly  well  sewered.  There  will  still  remain  a few 
houses  which  cannot  be  connected  up  and  which  drain  to  cesspools 
or  discharge  direct  into  streams. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

A further  instalment  of  457  conversions  from  the  conservancy^ 
to  the  water  carriage  system  was  carried  out  by  the  District  Council 
by  direct  labour.  The  completion  of  the  scheme  for  the  remainder 
of  the  district  cannot  be  proceeded  with  until  the  sewage  disposal 
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programme  is  completed.  The  scheme  is  held  up  because  of  the 
present  emergency. 

The  following  conversions  were  carried  out  by  owners  of 
property,  assisted  by  a contribution  from  the  Local  Authority  of 
half  the  cost  or  .€3  lOs.  Od.,  whichever  was  the  less  amount. 

Sacriston,  7. 

Pelton,  7. 

Lambton,  5. 

Waldridge,  1. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  water  closets  ...  9851 

Number  of  ashclosets  ...  ...  1940 

Number  of  privies  ...  ...  266 


Public  Cleansing. 

Part  of  the  Parish  of  Harraton  and  the  Parish  of  South  Biddick 
are  scavenged  by  contract  ; the  remainder  of  the  district  is  done  bv 
direct  labour.  About  500  houses  are  scavenged  by  contract. 

The  refuse  collected  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  or  is 
deposited  on  arable  land  to  be  ploughed  in.  The  Local  Authority 
is  finding  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  sites  for  tipping,  and  in 
view  of  the  danger  to  health  caused  by  children  and  others  inter- 
fering with  the  tips,  I consider  that  some  other  form  of  refuse 
disposal  should  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

In  parts  of  the  district  which  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system,  fixed  receptacles  should  be  superseded  by  dustbins 
In  this  way  another  danger  to  health  would  be  removed. 

On  the  whole  the  scavenging  work  in  the  Rural  District  is 
fairly  well  carried  out. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  end 
of  this  report  will  show  that  this  work  has  been  carried  out  with 
care  throughout  the  year. 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops 

and  Workplaces. 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

Prosecute 

Factories 

86 

3 

— 

Workshops 

66 

— 

— 

Workplaces 

24 

— 

— 

Totals 

176 

3 

Nil. 

» 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces.  (Nuisances 
under  the  Public  Health  Act). 

No.  of 

„ r , offences  in 
Referred  resnect  to 

Found.  Remedied,  to  H.M.  respect  to 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  — 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  — 

Want  of  Drainage  of 

Floors  ...  — 

Other  Nuisances  — 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective  ...  2 

Insufficient 2 


Totals  ...  4 4 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  for  the  abatement  of 
smoke  nuisances.  Colliery  spoil  banks  at  Harraton,  Sacriston  and 
Ouston  ‘E’  Pits  have  been  kept  under  observation  during  the  year. 
The  heap  at  Harraton,  has  been  extinguished  and  with  cessation 
of  tipping  at  Ouston  ‘E’  Pit,  there  is  no  nuisance.  At  Sacriston 
the  Colliery  Company  is  taking  all  steps  possible  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Inspector  of  Alkalies  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  obviate  the 
nuisance. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  district  which  are  open 
to  the  public.  One  at  Birtley,  which  is  an  open  air  pool  and  which 
was  constructed  by  the  Parish  Council  with  help  from  the  Com- 
missioner for  Special  Areas  ; the  other  at  New  Lambton,  provided 
by  the  Miners’  Welfare  is  a closed  pool.  Both  are  modern  in 
design  with  efficient  plants  for  filtering  and  treating  the  water 
Chemically. 


Inspector. 


vvnicn  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 


2 

2 
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Samples  of  water  from  the  pools  are  taken  throughout  the 
swimming  season  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laborator}', 
King’s  College,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination.  Last 
year  all  the  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 


SECTION  D— HOUSING. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  19S9. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  ol  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) G90 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 1,139 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925)  42 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 53 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  39 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 3 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 312 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 


A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  9,10,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  alter  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  200 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 200 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made -15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 85 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  room  having  been  rendered  fit 6 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  clearance  orders  were  made  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  but  33  individual  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  demolition  orders  were  made  against 
them. 

Unfortunately  a number  of  persons  still  occupy  condemned 
houses,  with  no  new  houses  available  for  them,  and  with  the  sus- 
pension of  housing  activities  during  the  present  emergency,  the 
outlook  for  these  people  is  indeed  a dreary  one.  With  the  absence 
of  repairs  since  the  property  was  condemned  in  1938,  there  has 
been  a rapid  deterioration  in  this  class  of  house,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent  in  the  district,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible to  state  exactly  the  extent,  owing  to  the  influx  of  evacuees 
since  the  emergency  commenced  in  September,  1939. 

Four  persons  were  prosecuted  for  overcrowding  houses,  after 
suitable  alternative  accommodation  was  offered  to  them  and  which 
they  failed  to  accept,  but  the  cases  were  dismissed.  Proceedings 
were  taken  against  two  persons,  one  for  causing  a house  to  be 
overcrowded,  and  the  other  for  the  occupation  of  a house  which  had 
been  condemned.  In  both  cases  a fine  was  imposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  Council  houses  were 


occupied. 

Pelton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Perkinsville  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Sacriston  ...  ...  ...  100 

Lumley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Eighton  Banks  ...  134 

Edmondsley  ...  ...  206 

Fatfield  ...  ...  222 

Birtley  1211 

Boummoor  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Nettlesworth  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Team  Colliery  ...  22 

Ouston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Urpeth  ...  103 

Kibblesworth  63 


Total  2737 
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During  the  year  45 

houses 

were  built  by  private  enterprise 

and  207  by  the  Local  Authority, 

as  follows:  — 

Private 

Local 

Parish. 

Enterprise. 

Authority. 

Birtley 

13 

41 

Bournmoor  . . . 

— 

— 

Harraton 

16 

68 

Lamesley 

5 

— 

Little  Lumley 

...  — 

— 

Pelton 

3 

— 

Plawsworth 

3 

— 

Urpeth 

1 

55 

Sacriston 

2 

— 

Edmondsley 

2 

43 

SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk  shops  in  the  district  are 
regularly  inspected  by  members  of  the  sanitary  staff,  and  every- 
thing possible  is  done  to  ensure  for  the  inhabitants  a clean  milk 
supply.  The  buildings  and  equipment  are  generally  of  a good 
standard,  and  alterations  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
to  a number  of  premises  wihiqh  did  not  come  up  to  modem 
standards.  Unfortunately,  there  are  still  a few  premises  which  are 
not  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  a careful  watch  is  kept  and 
suggestions  made  for  improving  the  premises. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for  examination.  68  samples  of 
milk  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  79%  of  the  scimples  were 
within  the  prescribed  standard  of  accredited  milk.  In  ever}'  case 
a copy  of  the  report  on  the  sample  is  sent  to  the  producer  con- 
cerned, and  if  the  report  is  not  up  to  standard,  a check  sample  is 
taken.  Should  the  check  sample  not  come  up  to  requirements,  the 
producer  is  invited  to  appear  before  the  appropriate  Committee  of 
the  Council  to  show  cause  why  his  registration  should  not  be 
cancelled.  This  action  generally  has  the  necessaty  effect. 

In  this  district  milk  production  is  clean,  as  evidenced  by  the 
high  percentage  of  samples  which  were  within  clean  limits.  Much 
has  been  done  to  ensure  clean  milk  production.  Premises  have 
been  reconstructed,  new  dairies  provided,  and  the  veterinary  staff 
have  made  visits  to  the  farms  at  regular  inten^als  to  examine  the 
cattle. 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  ; — 


Carcases  Inspected. 
Beef 
Mutton 
Pork 
Veal 


1080 

2033 

643 

2 


Total  

Meat  Condemned  and  Destroyed 

Beef  

Pork  

Heads  

Lungs  

Livers  

Kidneys  

Fats  


3758 

268  stones. 
22  stones. 
10 
109 
57 
7 

56 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . . . 

752 

328  2 

2033 

643 

Number  inspected 

752 

328 

2 

2033 

643 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis— Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 





- 

___ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

14 

3 



2 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
insptected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

2-00 

0-91 

0-10 

0-93 

Tuberculosis  only — Whole  ■ 
carcases  condemned 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

10 

!)1 

- 

- - 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1-00 

29-00 

— 

— 

2-49 
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There  are  six  registered  and  nine  licensed  slaughter  houses 
in  the  area,  and  complaints  about  them  are  seldom  received.  The 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  good,  and  all  precautions  are  taken  to 
protect  the  food  from  contamination. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Memoranda  on  Typhoid  Fever  and  Influenza  were  received 
from  the  Minister  of  Health  during  the  year. 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations  1939,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  day  of  Api'il,  1939,  make  all  cases  of  Puerp>eral 
Pyrexia  compulsorily  notifiable  as  such,  and  consideration  whether 
any  such  cases  might  be  notifiable  as  Puerperal  Fever  is  no  longer 
required. 


The  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations  1939,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  23rd  day  of  October,  1939,  and  made  by 
the  M'nister  of  Health  were  received.  The  regulations  provide  for 
the  notification  of  all  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  by 
Medical  Practitioners  to  Medical  Officers  of  Districts  on  a form 
prescribed.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Minister  that  the  regulations 
shall  remain  in  operation  only  so  long  as  the  special  conditions 
created  by  the  present  emergency  continue. 


Prevalence. 

324  Notifications  were  received  during  the  year  compared  with 
o42  the  previous  year  and  477  in  1937.  A decrease  in  all  notifiable 
diseases  was  noted  with  the  exception  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Enteric  Fever  and  pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  past  ten  years  ; — 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1939, 
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The  attack  rates  of  the  notifiable  diseases  per  1,(M)0  of  the 
population  for  the  Rural  District,  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  are  shown  on  the  following  table 


Disease. 

Chester-le-Street 
Rural  District 

England 
and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

102 

1-89 

Diphtheria 

214 

M4 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

012 

0-04 

Erysipelas 

0-47 

0-34 

Pneumonia 

104 

1-02 

Prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  in  the  various  townships  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  attack  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population : — 


Township. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Biddick  South 





■ 

. 

Birtley 

0-80 

2 •40 

1-07 

0-27 

Boummoor 

1-79 

1-20 

1-20 

0-60 

Edmondslev  ... 

0-55 

9-97 

2-77 

0-55 

Harraton 

1-42 

1-77 

0-3.5 

— 

Lambton 

9-17 

— 

— 

— 

Lameslev 

1-26 

i-2(j 

1-26 

0-50 

Lumlev  Great 

1-25 

313 

0-63 

1-25 

Lumley  Little 

0-63 

1-89 

1-90 

0-63 

Ouston 

2-19 

MO 

110 

3-29 

Pelton 

1-48 

1-48 

0-59 

0-45 

Plawsworth  ... 

0-67 

— 



— 

Urpeth 

0-44 

— 

0-88 

— 

Waldridge 

— 

1-27 

2-54 

— 

Sacriston 

0-57 

2-45 

M3 

0-75 

Cancer. 

09  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to 
Cancer,  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1.64  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  double  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

Of  the  69  deaths,  38  occurred  in  males  and  36  in  females. 
No  undue  occupational  prevalence  was  noted. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade) 
or  under  Section  17*2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to 
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the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1939  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

I' 

.M 

F 

1-5 

1 

1 

1 

1 



■ - 

- ■ - 

5-16 

3 

7 

6 

10 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15-25  ... 

6 

7 

1 

3 

6 

8 

1 

1 

26-36  ... 

8 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

— 

35-45  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

46-55  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

^5-65  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

66  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

21 

18 

9 

17 

16 

2 

1 

The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  and  deaths 
occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  past  five  years. 


Year. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary 
Notifications.  Deaths.  Notifications  Deaths. 


49 

30 

39 

13 

40 

34 

41 

9 

49 

19 

27 

10 

40 

21 

35 

4 

39 

30 

26 

3 

The  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  still  exists  where  a patient 
returns  to  an  overcrowded  or  bad  house,  and  the  improvement 
gained  by  sanatorium  treatment  is  rapidly  lost.  Every  tubercu- 
lous patient  should  be  housed  in  a dwelling  which  provides  a 
separate  room  for  the  patient. 


Samples  of  milk  in  this  district  are  now  being  taken  and 
examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 


The  Local  Authority  supplies  disinfectants  to  tuberculous 
persons  for  the  disinfection  of  sputum  and  the  washing  of  floors, 
etc. 


Houses  in  which  deaths  take  place  from  Tuberculosis  are 
disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  any  bedding  which  cannot 
be  disinfected  by  steam  is  destroyed  and  the  household  compen- 
sated. 
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Chester-Ie-Street  Rural  District  Council. 

(SOUTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester -le-Street  Rural  District 
Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  29th  Annual  Report  giving 
a detailed  account  of  the  Sanitary  work  done,  and  the  sanitaiy/ 
improvements  that  have  been  effected  in  the  Southern  Area  during 
the  year  1939. 


Nuisances. 

During  the  year  435  informal  notices  and  851  formal  notices 
were  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  chiefly  arising 
from  structural  defects  in  dwelling  houses,  insanitary  conveniences 
and  drainage. 


Su.M.MARY  OF  NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH 
DURING  THE  YeAR.  1939. 


Informal 

Drainage.  Notices. 

Drains  defective  ...  60 

To  provide  drains  ...  29 

Scullery  sinks  ...  24 

To  provide  Scullery 

sinks  ...  ...  21 


Sanitary  Conveniences. 
Water  closets  defective  22 
To  provide  water  closets 

Refuse  Receptacles. 
Ashbins  to  provide  ... 


22 

16 


Formal  Nuisances 


Notices. 

Abated. 

— 

64 

— 

29 

— 

26 

— 

21 

17 

428 

423 

In  lieu  of  Ash- 
closets and 
privies. 

428 

428 

In  lieu  of  Ash- 
closets and 
privy  middens. 

— 

16 

1 — 

14 

Ashbins  defective 
Ashclosets 
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Dwelling  Houses 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

Notices. 

Notices. 

Abated. 

Structural  Defects. 
Roofs  

77 

80 

Spoutings 

80 

— 

80 

Floors  

6 

— 

4 

Windows  

Damp  walls  and 

23 

— 

23 

defectives 

5 

— 

5 

Chimneys 

6 

— 

6 

Plastering,  etc. 

9 

— 

13 

Yard  Pavements 

31 

— 

30 

Keeping  Animals 

2 

— 

2 

Refuse  Accumulation 

2 

— 

2 

435 

851 

1,283 

Housing. 

33  Demolition  orders  were  made  by  the  Council  during  the 
year. 

208  hous.es  have  been  closed  for  human  habitation,  34  of  these 
have  been  demolished  and  the  remainder  are  empty.  Many  empty 
houses  are  becoming  a nuisance  and  unsightly  to  the  localities  in 
which  they  are  situated. 

Houses  reconstructed. — Fell  Edge  Cottage,  Chester  Moor  ; 
Kirton  Cottage,  Station  Lane,  Plawsworth  ; Nos.  26-30  Stone  Row, 
Grange  Villa  ; viz.  10  tenented  houses  have  been  converted  into 
5 self-contained  houses,  of  3 bedrooms  on  1st  floor,  with  kitchen 
and  scullery  on  the  ground  floor. 

5 houses  have  been  generally  repaired  at  Primrose  Hill,  in  the 
Lambton  Parish,  scullery  sink  provided,  yards  enclosed  and 
cemented  with  waterclosets  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  ashpits. 

4 houses  in  Witton  Street,  Sacriston  have  had  sculleries  and 
waterclosets  provided. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES,  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 
AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  IN  EACH  PARISH  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1939, 


Parish 

Description  of 

No.  of 
Build- 
ings. 

Description  of 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

Refuse  Receptacles. 

Buildings 

Water 

closets 

•Ash- 

closets 

Privies 

Ash- 

bins 

Ash- 

pits 

covered 

Ash- 
p its 
un- 
covered 

South 

Dwelling-houses 

13 

10 

6 

1 

4 

7 

Biddick. 

Public  Buildings 

1 

1 

Lambton. 

Dwelling-houses 

27 

16 

11 

18 

2 

Edmondslev 

Dwelling-houses 

45G 

361 

53 

21 

200 

145 

9 

Public  Buildings 

4 

19 

5 

. . . 

Workshops 

3 

19 

4 

... 

... 

Pelton 

Dwelling-houses 

1698 

1101 

579 

16 

601 

440 

... 

Public  Buildings 

15 

131 

2 

16 

20 

440 

Workshops 

6 

4 

1 

Plawsworth . . . 

Dwelling-houses 

388 

360 

20 

213 

129 

4 

Public  Buildings 

6 

22 

2 

... 

Workshops 

1 

... 

... 

Little 

Dwelling-houses 

402 

339 

60 

262 

49 

Lumley. 

Public  Buildings 

4 

24 

2 

Workshops 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Great 

Dwelling-Houses 

402 

331 

57 

6 

158 

166 

6 

Lumley. 

Public  Buildings 

10 

16 

2 

Workshops 

1 

1 

Bournmoor  ... 

Dwelling-houses 

431 

377 

14 

40 

22S 

54 

29 

Public  Buildings 

9 

29 

10 

Workshops 

1 

... 

1 

Waldridge  . . . 

Dwelling-houses 

203 

180 

23 

... 

164 

16 

Public  Buildings 

... 

Sacriston 

Dwelling-houses 

1322 

576 

679 

40 

260 

371 

40 

Public  Buildings 

12 

44 

19 

Workshops 

10 

6 

... 

... 

Totals 

Dwelling-houses 

5342 

3651 

1502 

124 

2089 

1246 

88 

Public  Buildings 

67 

265 

8 

. . 

5 

. . . 

. . . 

Workshops 

23 

10 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  in  the  area  8,296  waterclosets,  1,.)10  Ashclosets,  12-J 
Ashpit  privies.  During  the  year  Ashclosets  and  privies  have  been 
converted  into  442  waterclosets,  98  at  Edmondsley,  78  in  the 
Bournmoor  Parish,  and  251  in  Little  Lumley  Parish.  The  number 
of  conversions  remaining  to  be  carried  out  at  Sacriston  719,  Grange 
Villa  695.  These  would  have  been  completed  if  the  present 
national  crisis  had  not  arisen.  Further  conversions  were  made  at 
Pelton,  2 ; Sacriston,  7 ; Waldridge,  1 , Lambton  5 and  Grange 
Villa,  5. 


Meat  Inspection. 

467  carcases  of  beef,  559  carcases  of  mutton  and  814  carcases 
of  pork  were  inspected. 

109  stones  of  cow  beef,  16  beast  lungs,  8 beast  livers,  11  pig 
livers  and  7 pig  heads  were  found  unsound  and  the  same  were 
destroyed. 

There  are  7 licensed  and  2 registered  slaughter  houses  in  the 
area  which  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a fair 
condition. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  29  Cowkeepers  and  40  Purveyors  of  milk  in  the 
area.  One  purveyor  is  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  and  one  is 
licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  Six  of  the  Cowkeepers 
-have  qualified  to  produce  accredited  milk. 

There  are  no  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the  area. 

The  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  kept  in 
good  condition.  Both  the  buildings  and  equipment  are  of  a good 
standard,  and  help  in  the  production  of  clean  miUc. 


Milk  Samples. 

88  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  King’.^ 
College,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination.  4 of  the 
samples  were  unsatisfactory.  The  production  of  clean  milk  in  the 
area  is  highly  satisfactory. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  15  workshops,  7 bakehouses,  and  13  factoi'ies  in  the 
area.  These  have  been  inspected  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
serve  notices  requiring  the  artificial  lighting  of  a sanitary  con- 
venience and  a defective  sanitaiy  accommodation  attached  to 
bakehouses. 


Scavenging. 

During  the  year  Scavenging  Contract  in  the  South  Biddick 
Parish,  comprising  14  houses,  was  12/3d.  per  house  per  year.  The 
remainder  of  the  parishes  are  scavenged  by  direct  labour. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  STANLAKE  WADGE, 

12th  April,  1940.  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Chester-ie-Street  Rural  District  Council 

(NORTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chester-le-Street  R.D.C. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  eleventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  Administration  and  conditions  in  the 
Northern  Area  of  your  district,  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Council  and  my  colleagues. 

Area  and  Population. 

The  area  under  my  supervision  remains  the  same  as  last  year, 
and  includes  the  parishes  of  Birtley,  Harraton,  Lamesley,  Ouston 
and  Urpeth,  with  a population  of  “20,894  and  an  area  of  12,21() 
acres. 

Housing. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930, 
1,108  houses  have  been  demolished,  14  closed  and  4 parts  of 
buildings  closed.  New  houses  have  been  erected  and  4,971  persons 
have  been  rehoused.  There  are  still  163  houses  which  have  been 
dealt  with  under  Slum  Clearance  occupied  and  56  which  have  been 
dealt  with  under  Section  11. 

Caravans  used  for  human  habitation  have  now  been  almost 
cleared  away,  only  6 remaining  in  the  area.  With  the  advent  of 
the  war  building  operations  have  been  slowed  down,  and  the 
position  of  tenants  living  in  slum  property  where  orders  have  been 
confirmed  is  not  one  which  can  be  received  with  equanimity,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  orders  for  general  repairs  to  these  properties  cannot 
now  be  served  on  owners.  These  houses  were  unfit  for  habitation 
when  condemned,  their  conditions  have  gradually  got  worse  and 
the  outlook  for  the  occupants  is  one  of  despair. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent  with  little  prospect  of  allevia- 
tion through  the  difficulty  of  getting  new  houses. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  in  the  area  is  generally  as  stated  in 
my  last  report.  No  further  conversion  schemes  have  been  carried 
out,  and  ver}^  little  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  193b. 

The  numbers  of  Earth  Closets  and  Privies  are  shown  in  the 
table  dealing  with  Housing  Statistics  and  many  of  these  are  con- 
veniences connected  with  properties  which  have  been  dealt  witn 
under  the  Housing  Acts  but  which  have  not  yet  been  demolished 
because  they  are  still  occupied. 

There  is  a small  area  in  Urpeth  Parish  which  will  be  included 
in  the  next  conversion  scheme  ; apart  from  these  the  only  dry 
closets  in  the  area  are  attached  to  houses  where  they  cannot  be 
conveniently  connected  to  public  sewers. 

Scavenging, 

This  work  is  chiefly  carried  out  by  Direct  Labour,  the  only 
area  now  scavenged  by  contract  is  part  of  the  parish  of  Harraton. 
Birtley  and  Lamesley  form  joint  scavenging  area,  and  also  under- 
take the  work  in  part  of  Harraton  ; Ouston  and  Urpeth  also  com- 
bine. The  work  is  carried  out -by  motor  vehicles  mainly,  horses 
only  being  used  in  connection  with  property  which  is  difficult  of 
access  for  motors. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  only  when  the  proprietors  enter  into 
an  agreement  to  pay  for  its  removal,  the  price  is  based  on  the 
amount  of  material  to  be  removed. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  with  regard  to  houses 
scavenged  by  contract  in  the  Harraton  Parish. 

Area.  Houses.  Cost  per  house  per  annum. 

Northern  Division  ...  280  10 /3d. 

Southern  Division  ...  337  12 /7d. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Th.ere  were  37  registered  Dairies  in  the  area  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  During  the  year  4 have  discontinued  producing' 
milk,  one  accredited  dairy  and  three  ordinary  milk. 

There  are  only  10  registered  Retailers  in  the  area.  The  cow- 
sheds and  dairies  are  kept  under  regular  supervision  and  a good 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  technique  is  maintained. 

35  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for 
bacteriological  examination. 
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25  of  these  were  within  accredited  standard  and  10  w.ere  con- 
sidered unsatisfactory.  Further  inspection  of  these  dairies  were 
mad.e  and  advice  given  with  a view  to  reducing  the  bacterial  count. 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  Slaughter  houses  in  the  area  remain  the  same  as  last  year 
viz.,  2 licensed  and  4 registered.  These  premises  are  frequently 
inspected.  Visits  are  paid  on  all  killing  days  and  there  is  seldom 
reason  to  complain  of  the  premises  or  the  way  the  business  is 
carried  on. 

All  carcases  are  carefully  inspected  on  the  day  of  slaughter 
and  no  difficulty  has  been  experijsnced  with  any  of  the  butchers, 
where  it  has  been  necessary  to  condemn  any  meat. 

All  condemned  meat  is  destroyed  by  burning. 


The  following  carcases  of  meat  were  inspected  during  the  year 


Beef 

613 

Mutton 

1483 

Veal 

2 

Pork 

329 

« 

The  following  meat 

was  condemned  as  unfit  for  use. 

Beef 

159  St. 

Pork 

22  .. 

Heads 

3 

Lungs 

93 

Livers 

38 

Kidneys 

7 

Fats 

56 

Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928. 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  for  the  storage  of  p>etrol  during 
the  year  was  29  and  the  quantity  stored  was  38,000  gallons. 

There  are  7 stores  constructed  of  brick  and  properly  equipped, 
the  remainder  consist  of  steel  underground  tanks  with  pumps.  The 
premises  are  all  regularly  inspected  and  there  has  been  no  grouni 
for  complaint  during  the  year. 

There  is  also  one  store  which  is  provided  for  under  S.  R.  & 0. 
1929  No.  952  for  which  no  license  fee  is  payable.  The  amount 
stored  is  60  gallons,  and  the  store  is  owned  by  the  L.N.E. 
Railway  Co.  All  the  conditions  relating  to  such  storage  are 
rigidly  complied  with. 
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Carbide  of  Calcium. 

There  are  8 licensed  stores  in  the  area.  Each  store  is  specially 
adapted  for  the  purpose  and  are  maintained  in  satisfactory  con- 
dition. One  store  was  reconstructed  during  the  year. 

The  amount  of  Carbide  Calcium  stored  is  1,003  tons  10  cwts. 
The  bulk  is  used  in  connection  with  the  new  British  Oxygen  works 
at  Vigo  Lane,  where  up-to-date  premises  have  been  erected. 


Smoke  and  Colliery  Pit  Heaps  Nuisances. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  for  the  abatement  of  smoke 
nuisances  during  the  year.  The  Harraton  Colliery  Pit  heap  has 
been  extinguished  and  with  the  cessation  of  tipping  at  the  " E ” 
Pit,  Birtley,  the  nuisance  has  disappeared. 


Pit  Head  Baths. 

The  Pit-head  Baths  at  Team  Colliery,  Kibblesworth  and 
Harraton  Collieries  have  proved  ver}/  successful  and  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  employees  at  the  collieries. 

New  Pit-head  Baths  are  now  in  course  of  erection  at  the  ‘ E ' 
Pit,  Birtley.  With  the  completion  of  these  baths  all  the  principal 
pits  in  the  area  will  have  their  own  pit-head  Baths. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  Premises  on  the  register  are  Bakehouses,  3 ; Factories, 
36  ; Workshops,  48  ; Workplaces,  15. 

The  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  few  cases  of  com- 
plaint are  found. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  YEAR  1939, 


Description  of  Closet 

Refuse  Receptacles. 

Parish. 

Description  of 

Num- 

Accommodation. 

.Ash-pits 

Buildings. 

her. 

W.C’s. 

Ash- 

closets 

Privies 

Ash- 

bins 

Cover- 

ed 

Open 

Rirtley 

Houses 

2839 

2878 

87 

10 

2656 

104 

1 

Schools 

8 

1 15 

. . . 

23 

... 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

34 

70 

... 

... 

34 

... 

... 

Workshops 

(55 

215 

7 

1 

46 

4 

Total 

2946 

3278 

94 

11 

2759 

108 

1 

Harraton 

Houses 

748 

822 

49 

13 

654 

40 

6 

Schools 

2 

27 

• > • 

6 

... 

... 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

11 

21 

13 

... 

Workshops 

9 

5 

5 

3 

1 

... 

Total 

770 

875 

54 

13 

676 

41 

6 

Lamesley 

Houses 

1018 

990 

89 

33 

839 

62 

8 

Schools 

3 

30 

6 

. . . 

1 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

16 

19 

... 

12 

Workshops 

15 

8 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Total 

1052 

1047 

91 

33 

858 

62 

9 

Ouston 

Houses 

CO 

244 

7 

225 

2 

2 

Schools 

1 

8 

9 

1 

... 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

7 

4 

... 

2 

1 

... 

Workshops 

6 

14 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Total 

248 

270 

8 

.... 

236 

4 

3 

Urpeth 

Houses 

653 

426 

180 

85 

332 

116 

6 

Schools 

2 

10 

... 

4 

... 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

7 

14 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

Workshops 

7 

5 

C' 

O 

7 

... 

Total 

669 

455 

183 

85 

346 

116 

6 

Summary 

Houses 

5492 

5360 

412 

141 

4706 

324 

23 

(Northern 

Schools 

16 

190 

. • • 

. . . 

48 

1 

1 

Area) . 

Public  Buildings 
Factories  and 

75 

12.8 

64 

1 

... 

Workshops 

102 

247 

18 

1 

57 

o 

1 

Total 

5685 

5925 

430 

142 

1 4875 

331 

25 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Infoi^mal 
Notices 
Given. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Notices 
complied 
with . 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

1 

1 

2 

Structural  Defects  ... 

157 

17 

1G3 

Includes  8 

Overcrowding 

12 

2 

stat.  notices 

Dairies  or  milk  shops  . . . 

... 

. . . 

complied  with. 

Cowsheds 

(> 

G 

Slaughter  houses 

1 

1 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

25 

1 

26 

Deposits  of  Refuse  ... 

13 

13 

Water  Closets 

58 

58 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

G 

G 

Defective  Traps 

44 

43 

,,  Drains 

118 

118 

„ Water  Supp. 

Animals  Improperly 

22 

22 

kept 

2 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

0 

0 

Other  Nuisances 

3 

3 

Defective  Bins 

15 

15 

Cesspools  cleansed 

Totals 

483 

19 

480 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out. 


New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  534 

Defective  drains  cleaned  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  118 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Ventilating  shafts  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

W.C.s  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  W.C.s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  392 

W.C.s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Ash  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Covered  ashpits  abolished  ...  ......  ...  ...  3 

Open  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ashbins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  265 

Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

V'ards  cemented  4 

Yards  enclosed  2 

Houses  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 


Houses  (back  to  back)  converted  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^^ 

Houses  closed ...  134 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Spouting  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

New  windows  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Windows  improved  or  repaired  78 

Rooms  ceiled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Plaster  work  generally  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Chimneys  repaired  or  re-built  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

New  stairs  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Scullery  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Scullery  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  pantries  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Pantries  repaired  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Walls  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

New  coal  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  sculleries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Animal  and  Poultry  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

Cowsheds  constructed  or  re-constructed  ...  ...  — 

Dairies  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  dairies  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Slaughter  house  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  FOSTER, 

Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  R.S.I. 

Cert.  San.  Inspector,  R.S.I. 

Sanitary  inspector. 

Esk  Terrace, 

Birtley. 


